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Sino-American relations have assumed increased importance with the end of the Cold 

War, the growth of the Chinese economy, and the financial crisis of the late 2000s. This 

thesis uses a realistic analysis of national power and self-interest It sees that the rise 

of Chinese power, especially in east Asia, has largely been ignored by the United States 

until the financial crisis of 2008. The United States was far more concerned with the 

“War on Terror” as China’s industrial and financial power grew. In the buildup to the 

present situation the thesis looks at detente, the different histories, political systems 

and philosophies of the two countries, The changes of various administrations in the 

United States and the economic and industrial development of China after the death of 

Chairman Mao.  

 

 

 


